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SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 
The Search Committee held our first meeting on 6/20/18 to meet with Linda Jones, 
Associate Minister for Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Kentucky who is working 
with us in the search process.  We learned that approximately 80% of our interim time 
will be spent in the discernment phase.  Discernment is defined as obtaining spiritual 
direction and understanding.  Our church is in a time of healing and preparing for a new 
minister.  Our committee is completing the congregational profile form and information 
packet that will help match us with candidates. 
 
We appreciate everyone who has filled out surveys, answered our three guiding 
questions and prayed for us. The results from our survey about areas of greatest need 
for Ministerial Leadership were: 1) Pastoral Care 2) Worship 3) Spiritual Development 4) 
Communication.  The last section to complete on our profile form is our goals for the 
next five years for ECC.  In order to find our next minister, we must first figure out our 
hopes and dreams for ECC.  We are providing an opportunity for our whole church to 
participate.  On Sunday, September 23rd we are hosting a soup, sandwich and dessert 
lunch after the worship service in Fellowship Hall.  Please come to this important time 
of food, fellowship and dialogue.    
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LIFE TOGETHER:  thoughts from your current interim pastor 
 
 On September 21st I will begin my 5th month of ministry with you.  Time has passed fast, 
and we are already into Fall.   I have certainly enjoyed this time with you. I have grown to love 
and appreciate you and the talents and gifts you bring to God’s kingdom in this community. 
 September 30th, we will celebrate the Life and Ministry of Charlie, Jennifer, Emily and 
Daniel Martin’s influence with this church.   Rev. Greg Alexander will be here from The Christian 
Church, Disciples of Christ Regional Office in Lexington, Kentucky for our 10:30 am service of 
Celebration.  Following our service, we will have a potluck meal in the Fellowship Hall.   Please 
invite former members to be a part of this service.   
 I have begun a short-term Sunday School class on the study of the “The Holy Trinity” 
using as my source book, The Divine Dance, by Richard Rohr.   As we look at this wonderful 
theological part of our faith, I hope several of you will either buy the book and read it or buy the 
audible book and listen to it.   It is an amazing book.  His insight into how God, the Father, 
Jesus, the Son, and The Holy Spirit, the comforter, all work together simultaneously in our lives 
all the time, if we only allow them.  
 I really feel that part of my purpose as your Interim Minister is to help you spiritually 
rekindle your faith and your desire to step out into God’s realm and find the direction God wants 
for Erlanger Christian Church. 
 Erlanger Christian Church has been a vital source to this community for over 117 years 
and each member must determine what the next phase and ministry will be.   The minister who 
will come to lead you is out there.  God is anointing that person right now to come and lead you, 
but the church must be ready for this new chapter.    
 I ran across some old records where the church has done several things over the years 
regarding Education.  I know there is the Monhollen Guest Scholarship that exists each year to 
bring in people to help educate members in Judea-Christian relations and other historical types 
of scholarship.   This is just one example of learning that you might want to think about in the 
future.   
 Every Sunday I hear our marvelous choir sing the beautiful music of the church and of 
history.  Perhaps the church will discover this is the avenue you want to use as an outreach to 
the community. 
 Sunday, September 23rd, following the morning service, the membership has the 
opportunity to meet with the Search Committee and discuss their hopes and dreams for the 
church over the next five years.    All of you have ideas; all of you have hopes; come and share 
these as the committee works to complete the necessary information which will help Erlanger 
Christian make itself known to that anointed one to bring that person to this congregation.   
 Our Women will be going on a retreat on September 30th down to Loretto.   I was just 
down there last week while attending my cousin’s funeral.  Such a beautiful place to go to and 
connect with our God.   If you haven’t registered, get connected with one of our women.   
 Lastly, whether or not, you are in the book club, may I challenge you to read the book 
they just read, The Sun Does Shine, by Ray Hinton.  It is a powerful book about injustice; it is 
more about how God stirs the soul of a man done wrong to still do right.   I couldn’t stop reading.  
 Thank you for allowing me to share with you and thank you for allowing me to be your 
interim during this period of transition.  I pray I bless your life half as much as you bless mine.   
 
My Blessings, as always, 
 

Dave 



 
 

Please Keep in your Prayers! 
 

Charlie, Jennifer, Daniel and Emily Martin 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

 
The Worship Committee wants to remind everyone how worship at ECC is more than 
just Sunday mornings.  The ways we worship at ECC include music, choir rehearsal, 
Bible studies, Whiz Kids, Worship & Wonder, the Prayer Shaw Ministry, youth groups, 
bell choir, camp WAKON’DA-HO, retreats, the newsletter, the nursery, on-line recording 
of our worship services, Children’s Moments, visitation, Facebook postings, and 
ministerial counseling, just to name a few.  We are thankful for Dave Ellis’ gifts that he 
shares with us every day of the week.  The Committee will be meeting later in 
September to review the budget for 2019 as well as begin planning upcoming services.  
We continue to pray for each member of ECC and ask that you pray for members of the 
Worship Committee. 

     
 

Lynn Mays welcomes all to ECC book club that meets at 1:00 the third Sunday of each 
month in the Parlor.  Read the book in advance, and come join the discussion!  
 

September 16 – The Sun Does Shine by Anthony Ray Hinton 
October 21 – Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 
November 18 – The Noel Diary by Richard Paul Evans 
We will not meet in December.  Merry Christmas! 

 

 
 

MONDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY GROUP SCHEDULE 
The Bible Study Group meets at 10:00 am in the Parlor. 

 
   September 3, 2018 Labor Day No class 
   September 10, 17, and 24 
   October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 



 

 
The CWF will meet on September 18th at 11:00 am.  If you have never attended a 
meeting, we invite you to join us!  Just bring your lunch.  Susan Braun and Sue 
Hutcheson will provide dessert.  At this first meeting of the year we will be discussing 
our plans through June 2019.  You will have the opportunity to sign up to be hostess, 
provide a program, and to be involved in our service projects.  Our program will be on 
religious holidays since September 18th is the beginning of Yom Kippur.  We will also 
provide great conversation and fellowship! 
 
Thanks to all the CWF members and the performers who helped with the Ice Cream 
Social.  It was a fun time for our church family that hopefully will be repeated next 
year.  
  

 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

 
We are looking forward to the 2018 Operation Christmas child season. Great News! 
Great Joy! As you begin filling shoeboxes with gifts for children, you can pray for God to 
use your gifts to bless boys and girls and share the true meaning of Christmas.  The 
shoeboxes need be at church by Sunday, November 11th.  What goes in is Fun!  What 
comes out is Love!  See B. A. Ransler for more information. 

 

 
FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 

 
Lawn chair movie night will be Friday, September 21st at 8:00 pm.  The movie will be 
“Rango”. Hot dogs, popcorn and drinks will be provided. Please RSVP to Steff or Lisa. 
 
Chili cook-off and trick or treat will be on Sunday, October 28 after church.  Everyone 
please bring chili and candy to share.  Thanks. 



CYF & Chi Rho Youth Group 

 
Group schedule is every other Sunday from 12-3 pm for youth grades 6-12.  We hope 
that all youth can join us: 9/23, 10/7. 10/14, 10/21, 11/4, 11/18 
 
We are planning to spend the fall building on the summer curriculum from Wakon’Da-
Ho this summer: 
 
What if God is Bigger?... What if Hope is Real?... What if There is More Than Enough?... 
What if We Speak Up?... What if We Change the World? 
 
We will be using these questions to plan our Youth Sunday Service which is tentatively 
scheduled for November 4th. 
 
October 14th we have been invited to join other DOC churches from the Cincinnati area 
to the Escape the Corn Maze at Country Pumpkins in Dry Ridge. 
 

FALL RETREAT – SISTERS of LORETTO – Sept 30 – Oct 3 
 

Once again a group of women from ECC look forward with expectancy to travel to the 
Loretto Community in Nerinx, Ky. For a wonderful fall retreat to pause and just be.  
They will be departing from ECC following the Martin celebration on Sunday, Sept 30th  
and returning home Wednesday, Oct 3rd.   
 
The Loretto Motherhouse is the traditional home place for the Sisters of Loretto, and a 
spiritual center for the broader Loretto Community which seeks to praise God and serve 
the near and farther neighbor by educating themselves and others in the ways of peace 
and justice.  
 
The property has been a working farm since 1796 and became home to the Sisters of 
Loretto in 1824.  Loretto sent teachers to the western frontier and to places as far as 
China, South America, Africa and Pakistan.  Today the 788 acre property is the 
permanent home for about 100 sisters. 
 
This year the ECC women will be learning about the lives of powerful religious women 
and the spiritual gifts they share with their community.  In response we hope to 
discover our own spiritual gifts and be responsive to the needs of our own community. 
 
The cost for your room and meals is $50 per night.  They also supply you with bedding, 
blankets, towels and washcloths.  There is an elevator to reach the 3rd floor of our 
building.  Dress casual.  At the time of this printing, 15 women have registered to 
attend this year’s retreat.  If you would like to attend, please contact Dottie Durham.  
She will get you registered and supply you with more information. 



 
 

 
 
 
 

PROJECT LINUS DAY! 
 
Saturday, October 6th we will come together to complete 100 fleece blankets (by tying 
knots) for Project Linus! 
 
Project Linus is a nation-wide volunteer organization providing blankets for children who 
are seriously ill, traumatized, going to a new home, etc.  Project Linus blankets are 
given to hospitals, police and fire departments and children assistance agencies. 
 
We are grateful to CWF for offering delicious food during the day! 
 
Tell your friends and neighbors and invite them to come to Project Linus Day! 
 
 

 
 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 

The current active committee members are: Chairs (Vickie Rowland and Laura Lopez), 
Marshall Hutcheson, Barry Knapp, Ron Kramer, Terri De Yong, Pat Slater, & David Ellis. 

 
We want to welcome and invite anyone to come join the Property Committee in helping 
us work on God’s House.  
 
Our next meeting will be Sunday, October 7th after church in the parlor.  We will be 
discussing property committee responsibilities and reaching out for volunteers to 
commit to what we need to do in the church and work together as a team to make our 
church warm and inviting to all.   
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September  Bible Study Group meet on Mondays at 10:00 am in the parlor 
Sept. 5   Choir Rehearsal begins at 7:10 pm 
Sept. 10  Bell Choir begins at 7:00 pm 
Sept. 16 Pastor Dave’s Sunday School Class at 8:30 am – The Devine Dance  

in room 107 
   Taize Service at 9:30 am in the sanctuary 

Book Club – The Sun Does Shine by Anthony Ray Hinton at 1:00 in 
the parlor 

Sept. 17   Worship Committee Meeting at 6:00   
Sept. 18  CWF 11:00 am 
Sept. 21  Lawn Chair Movie Night – “Rango” in the parking lot 
Sept. 23  Congregational Work Forum at 12:00 in the fellowship hall  
Sept. 30  Martin Family Celebration  
Sept. 30-Oct. 3 Women’s Fall Retreat – Sisters of Loretto 
October  Bible Study Group meet on Mondays at 10:00 am in the parlor 
Oct. 6   Project Linus Day 
Oct 7   Elders Meeting at 9:00 in the parlor 
   Reconciliation Ministry Special Offering 
   Property Committee after church in the parlor 
Oct 13   Elders Retreat – fellowship hall/parlor/library 
Oct 18   Regional Assembly 
Oct 19   Pink Ribbon in the fellowship hall for 6-10 set up 
Oct 20   Pink Ribbon Day! 7:00 am – 1:00 pm in the fellowship hall 
Oct 21   Special Board of Directors Meeting  
Oct 28   Chili cook-off and trick or treat in the fellowship hall after church 
   We would like everyone to bring chili and candy to share.  
 

 
… to those that have volunteered to work on the search committee … to everyone who 
helped with Vacation Bible School … to those who shared their musical talents during 
the summer months … to our volunteer secretarial staff Laura Lopez, Katie Knapp and 
Terri De Yong for their help in the office throughout the summer … to Barry Knapp for 
the beautiful floors … to Ron Kramer for fixing holes in the parking lot … to Laura Lopez 
for working on the lock in the men’s bathroom  … Anonymous thank you to those that 
take care of the outside landscaping and to the faithful newsletter crew!   
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